THURSDAY AUGUST 05 – XVIII WEEK O.T. [B]
Then Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, "God forbid, Lord! No such thing shall ever happen to you." He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle to me. You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do."
What is the difference that reigns among Abraham, Moses and Peter? Abraham and Moses dialogue with their God and Lord starting from the truth of their God and Lord. Instead, Peter dialogues with Jesus starting from the thoughts of his heart. Let us read two texts of the Old Testament and we will understand. Here is the first dialogue: “The men set out from there and looked down toward Sodom; Abraham was walking with them, to see them on their way. The LORD reflected: "Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, now that he is to become a great and populous nation, and all the nations of the earth are to find blessing in him? Indeed, I have singled him out that he may direct his sons and his posterity to keep the way of the LORD by doing what is right and just, so that the LORD may carry into effect for Abraham the promises he made about him." Then the LORD said: "The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great, and their sin so grave, that I must go down and see whether or not their actions fully correspond to the cry against them that comes to me. I mean to find out." 
While the two men walked on farther toward Sodom, the LORD remained standing before Abraham. Then Abraham drew nearer to him and said: "Will you sweep away the innocent with the guilty? Suppose there were fifty innocent people in the city; would you wipe out the place, rather than spare it for the sake of the fifty innocent people within it? Far be it from you to do such a thing, to make the innocent die with the guilty, so that the innocent and the guilty would be treated alike! Should not the judge of all the world act with justice?" The LORD replied, "If I find fifty innocent people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole place for their sake." Abraham spoke up again: "See how I am presuming to speak to my Lord, though I am but dust and ashes! What if there are five less than fifty innocent people? Will you destroy the whole city because of those five?" "I will not destroy it," he answered, "if I find forty-five there." But Abraham persisted, saying, "What if only forty are found there?" He replied, "I will forebear doing it for the sake of the forty." Then he said, "Let not my Lord grow impatient if I go on. What if only thirty are found there?" He replied, "I will forebear doing it if I can find but thirty there." Still he went on, "Since I have thus dared to speak to my Lord, what if there are no more than twenty?" "I will not destroy it," he answered, "for the sake of the twenty." But he still persisted: "Please, let not my Lord grow angry if I speak up this last time. What if there are at least ten there?" "For the sake of those ten," he replied, "I will not destroy it." (Gen 18, 16-32)
Here is the second dialogue: “With that, the LORD said to Moses, "Go down at once to your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt, for they have become depraved. They have soon turned aside from the way I pointed out to them, making for themselves a molten calf and worshiping it, sacrificing to it and crying out, 'This is your God, O Israel, who brought you out of the land of Egypt!' I see how stiff-necked this people is," continued the LORD to Moses. "Let me alone, then, that my wrath may blaze up against them to consume them. Then I will make of you a great nation." But Moses implored the LORD, his God, saying, "Why, O LORD, should your wrath blaze up against your own people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with such great power and with so strong a hand? Why should the Egyptians say, 'With evil intent he brought them out, that he might kill them in the mountains and exterminate them from the face of the earth'? Let your blazing wrath die down; relent in punishing your people. Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, and how you swore to them by your own self, saying, 'I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky; and all this land that I promised, I will give your descendants as their perpetual heritage.'" So the LORD relented in the punishment he had threatened to inflict on his people. (Ex 32, 7-14) While Abraham and Moses dialogue with God, but setting his most pure truth before his eyes, truth of his being and truth of his Word – God is a fair judge. If the Lord says one Word, he has to fulfil it and this is necessary to believe in Him – Peter does not start from the truth of Jesus the Lord. Instead, he starts from his thoughts that are not thoughts of God, but of men. Starting from his thoughts, he does nothing but revealing himself to be a true Satan, a true tempter for Christ Jesus.
Let us read the text of Mt 16,13-23
When Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi he asked his disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?" They replied, "Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" Simon Peter said in reply, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God." Jesus said to him in reply, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah. For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly Father. And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." Then he strictly ordered his disciples to tell no one that he was the Messiah. From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer greatly from the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed and on the third day be raised. Then Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, "God forbid, Lord! No such thing shall ever happen to you." He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle to me. You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do."
Yesterday Peter wanted Jesus not to go to Jerusalem because his thoughts were not those of Jesus. Jesus walked, moved, acted, spoke, operated, dialogued, always having as a goal the fulfilment of every thought and will of the Father. Today something of dreadfully serious is happening. Today the Christian who does not walk with the thoughts and with the divine will in mind and in heart is the one who says to the other Christian: "Get behind me, Satan, since you are thinking not as men do, but as God.” Of course, one does not say it in such an explicit way. On the contrary, one says: “Get behind me as you are a fundamentalist. You are a traditionalist. You have a Gospel depriving man of the joy”. One even gets to say: “Get behind, since you are a devil for me, a Lucifer fallen from heaven” One can even come up with distancing the Christian as one judges him as unable of entering the depths of the Gospel. One condemns him as one accuses him of remaining on the surface. But when we manage to find out what the evangelic depth is for them, then one sees that it consists of the negation of the judgement of God, in the removal of God from our earth, of the cancellation of Christ Jesus as unique and only mediator of salvation, redemption, revelation. Of the Virgin Mary, condemned, her too, to remain prisoner in her heaven, as there is no space for her on our earth.
[bookmark: _GoBack]These are the depth of Satan, though. What is the use of entering the inners of the Gospel to overturn it, to turn the depths of its mystery into depth of Satan, and then serve these depths as most pure Gospel? It is better to let the Holy Spirit lead us into its depth day after day and moment after moment. We do not need the depths of Satan that are annulling the entire mystery of Christ Jesus. We do need that simple Word of Jesus that always speaks to man with divine simplicity. We do need to say that evil is evil and good is good. It is of no use to say that adultery is a right thing and every transgression of commandments is love today, as man has changed, society has changed and the Gospel might no longer be offered, otherwise it will be rejected. Today this is the great struggle, the great battle: the thought of God that is banned from our earth in the name of a thought the man has drawn from the depth of the Gospel and, with depths of the Gospel, one means all the interpretations of Satan. While the interpretations of the Holy Spirit are refused, since they are superficial. May the Mother of God and our Mother descend from heaven and convince us that the depths of Satan are not Gospel.
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